
'The universal Design projecttakes shape in rmlay street, Merimbula.

Making holidays more accessible, by design
Merimbula has been

chosen as the' si tc for an
innovative new home ren-
ovation project, which will
showcase the concepts of'universal 

design'.
In thc f irst project ol i ts

k ind  in  Mcr imhu la ,  a  ho l i -
day shack in Imlay Srrccr is
being translbrmed into a
duai occupancy rcsidcncc
designed to provide mod-' ln l id l )  recommoda-
,  r t  In  lo r  Pe( )P le  w i th
physical disabilities.

Universal Design. a con-
cept  lha t  o r ig in l red  in  the
US,  u r i l i ses  a  nurnber  o l '
pr inciples that help those
with access challenges to
move with greater ease

Nominate a volunteer
B-ega Valley Shire Council is urging local not_for_

profi t  organisations to nominate thEir "most 
dedicated

workers for the 2008 NSW Volunteer of the year
Award.

^Mayor Tony Allen said the shire had a very hieh level
ot volunteerism. throu_r:h sport ing and servicJclubs,
emerge,ncy services. l ibrary and gal lery volunteers,

la l r  
a lo  cemctery  c ( )mmtr rees .  and char i r -v  tundru i : ing

organlsatlons.
"The NSW Volunteer of the year Award is a wonder_

1ul opportunit l '  1 'or onc of our owl lolunteers rc
received well-deserved, State-wide recognition and to
be.thanked lbr their generous contributidns," Cr Allen
salo.

All entrants rnust be nominated and must have volun_
teered lo r  th .e  equ iva len t  _o [  one day  a  week {o r  s ix
nours)  to ra l  teas t  s tx  mon lhsorc ra  |  2  month  per iod .

Entr ics close on September 30 and nomination forms
and rnformatlon are avai lable through the Centre for
Volunteering website, www. voluntee*ring.com.au

"We intend to renovate
th is  dup lex  so  tha t  no t  on lV
is it friendly to Desired and
I, but will also provide an
easy  l i v ing  ho l iday  venue
lbr thore  fami l ies  tha t  harc
similar accessibi l i tv
issues," he said

The house wil l  include
features such as wide
wheelchair l i iend ly door-
ways, swing doors, non-
slip floors, no stairs and
accessible shelves and
cabincts, helping to make
life a lot easier fbr those
with limited mobility.

The house also includes
a separate living area for a
rlve-rn carer.

"But what makes the

proJect even more cxciting
rs  tha t  a t  i l s  conc lus ion ,
Merimbula will have a
shorl-term hol iday accom-
modation venue that will
be idcal ly suired to people
wi th  d isab i l i r ies  and car -
ers," he said.

Mr  Cochran su id
emhrac ing  Un iversa l
Design would not only add
to  ind iv idua l  qua l i ry  o f  l i l c
but would also ease the
hurden on future govern-
ments.

Universal Design reno-
vafionr al low people t() l ivc
in  thc i r  homcs longer .
thcrc lo re  reduc ing  the
demand placed on aged
cafe.

The new duplex will
also help address the acutc
shortage of respitc care
fac i l i t i cs  in  rhe  B"go
Valley, he said.

The renovation is being
fully documented on thE
website wwu.universaldc-
s ignrenor  a t ions .com wi th
a hands-on account ol ' the
tr ials and tr ihulat ions cap-
turcd h1' \{:'Cochran in arl
online blog.

He said this was the first
t inre in Austral ia where
this process has been docu-
mented in the public
oomaln.

"It will give others fol-
Iowing in our footsteps a
great guide," he said.

iuound the horne.
The rrwncrof the propcr-

ty, Alex Cochran, of
Sydney. developed an
ln te rcs l  in  Un iversa l
Des ign  a f tc r  h is  par tner ,
Dcsircc, srr lTered a stroke
in Apri l  2006 and \ ascun-
fined to a wheclchair.

'A hol iday should be
lclaxing f'o: all tamily
members and this unique
pro.lect will provide an
ideal destination fbr every-
one," MrCochran said. 

-

Mr Cochran and his
partner plan to move into
the top 11oor ofthe renovat-
ed duplex while the bottom
floor will be leased to holi-
day-makers.

Don't zone out on the phone!
The NSW Police Force 'Arthough 

there has rrians is never cross a road
has launched 

.a striking been no . significant whileusingheadphonesor
n"y advertising cam- increaseinpedestrianinci_ mobilephines.'
paign,whichwamspedes- dents to clate, the growth ''pedestrians 

neeiJ to
trians to limit distractions and uptake of theie new take responsitrllity tor
when crossing the road technologies is seem-ingly tt eir own ,aieiy Uir.ing
andtowatchfbrcarswhen 

1 potential problei," cr.ssings. otcyin! rc,acr
wearingheadphones. Traltc ser.uices rules arid being ariare of

Growth in the use of commander chief their .uriounJingr.
portable.media players Superintendent John parents necd to educate
and mobile .phone usage Hartley said. and speak to th"if 

"hijOr"nhas sparked a need for "Thepubricncedsrobe, abouithepotentiai.iatety
greater awareness among aware of the impact of impacts ofthese new tech-
hoth pedestrians and these new technologies noiogies.,,
motorists to cnsure these and the distractions ihey rn 2007, almost g0
new technologies don't create - both pedestriani pedestrians across the
leadtoariseinpedestrian andmotoristsilike." 

-statediedasaresultofcol_

accloenrs. "The message to pedes- lisions with cars.
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